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Course Information 
 
Description:  Development of advanced tonal and atonal aural skills related to sight 

singing, rhythmic dictation, and keyboard harmony, using examples 
from all major stylistic periods. 

 
Meeting Times: TTh – 9:30 AM-10:20 AM in FA 106 
 
Prerequisite:  A grade of "C" or better in Aural Skills III (MUS 2201). 
 
Co-requisite:  MUS 2243 
 
Instructor Information 
 
Email:   jkharris@se.edu 
Office:   UC 210 
Office Phone:  TBA 
Office Hours:  T 2-3pm by appointment only 
Course Website: http://www.joshuaharriscomposer.com/courses 

(password is "TrueBlue") 
 
Required Resources 
 
Durham. Advanced Tonal Dictation 
Rogers. Music for Sight Singing, 9th ed. 
 
 
Course Objectives 
 
To acquire basic skills for aurally perceiving (i.e. hearing) music theory concepts including 
identification, dictation, sight-singing, and error detection. 
 
By the end of the course, students should be able to do the following: 

• aurally identify compound intervals. 
• write out rhythms and melodies up to eight bars in length. 
• write the outer voices of harmonic progressions and identify them by Roman and 

Arabic numerals (including chromatic chords). 
• sing melodies at sight, with correct pitches and rhythms, in major and minor keys with 

chromatic alterations and modulations to distantly related keys. 
• sing atonal pitch rows at sight 



 
Assignments and Grades 
 
There will be 8 homework assignments, 8 quizzes, 2 dictation exams, and 2 sight singing 
exams (1 of which will be the final). The final grade will be calculated as follows: 
 
    Each  Total 
Homework (8):  2%  16% 
Quizzes (8):   3%  24% 
Dictation exams (2):  5%  10% 
Sight singing exams (2): 10%  20% 
Attendance:   30%  30% 
 
A grade of "W" will be assigned only if a student drops the course before the Course Drop 
Deadline (October 16). A grade of "I" will be assigned only in extreme circumstances. 
 
A  90-100 
B  80-89 
C  70-79 
D  60-69 
F  < 60 
 
Attendance 
 
Attendance is required. Each student will get one free absence. After that, each absence will 
result in one point being deducted from the attendance portion of the final grade. 
 
Course Policies 
 

1. The syllabus is subject to change. The instructor will provide reasonable prior notice 
before making changes. 

2. Students are encouraged to practice outside of class as they would their applied 
instrument/voice. Pick a practice buddy at the beginning of the semester! 

3. There will be no class on sight singing exam days. Students will sign up for time slots 
for exam the week before. You must be on time for your appointment or we will move 
on to the next student, and you will have to wait until I can work you in. 

4. Electronic devices including laptops, mobile devices, recording devices, etc. should 
not be used in class without prior permission. Turn off your phones (or put them in 
airplane mode), and keep them out of sight; silencing them does not remove the 
distraction. Violations of this policy may result in being asked to leave class for that 
day. 

5. There are no make up exams except in extreme cases (i.e. there must be a doctor's note 
or something equivalent to schedule a make up exam). 

6. There are no make up final exams. No exceptions will be made. Students should never 
schedule a jury, performance, audition, or other appointment during the final exam 
period. 

7. Always bring the required textbooks, blank staff paper, and pencil(s) to class. 
 



Ethics 
 
Academic integrity is a paramount concern to Southeastern Oklahoma State University and to 
this instructor.  Subsequently, this course is governed in accordance with the Academic 
Integrity Policy of SOSU.  Students should familiarize themselves with this policy in the 
SOSU Student Code of Conduct, which can be accessed on the Office of Student Life Website 
or by contacting the office of Academic Affairs.  In keeping, all written or oral assignments 
must be the original work of the student and may not be submitted concurrently in any other 
class without the specific written permission of both instructors.  Plagiarism or ghostwriting 
will cause failure of that assignment and can result in failure of the course and other 
administrative actions.   
 
ADA Statement 
 
Any student needing special accommodations due to a disability should contact the 
Coordinator for Disability Services, GDJ Student Union, Room 328 or call (580) 745–2392 
(TDD# 745–2704). It is the responsibility of each student to make an official request for 
accommodations to the Coordinator. Please note, Faculty members are not permitted to 
accommodate students.  All students requiring assistance must contact the Office of Disability 
Services. 
 
Any student experiencing mental or emotional issues who desires free, confidential, clinical 
counseling is encouraged to contact the SE Counseling Center at (580) 745-2988 to schedule 
an appointment during normal working hours Monday – Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  For 
after hours mental health emergencies, please call SE Campus Police at (580) 745-2911 or the 
Mental Health Crisis Hotline at (800) 522-1090. 
 
Sound Choice Offerings 
 
The Department of Music strives to provide enrichment opportunities in all its classes through 
Sound Choice Events.  Therefore your instructor may assign additional work that can include, 
but is not limited to: guest lecture or performance attendance; reading, writing, or presentation 
assignments; group discussions or creativity exercises.  We understand that students have 
commitments outside of the university, and to that end your instructor will make every effort 
to give students 30 days notice prior to a Sound Choice Event assignment. 
 
Health, Safety, and Wellness 
 
Student health and wellness is an important component of this course.  Students will be 
presented with concepts and ideas to aid in establishing continued physical and mental well-
being as it relates to those music activities associated with this course.  These concepts and 
ideas may include; 1) attention to improved practice and performance techniques, 2) 
appropriate safety procedures for moving and handling all types of music equipment, and 3) 
information regarding hearing, vocal, and musculoskeletal health and injury prevention.  
These health and wellness concerns may also be addressed through directed readings, health 
professionals’ presentations, and field trips.  Additional information may be found about 
Health and Safety may be found on the Department of Music Web site 
http://homepages.se.edu/music/ under the Health and Safety link. 


