
MUSC 357 • Advanced Theory and Analysis II
Spring 2015 • MWF 12:30-1:20 pm • BA 120

3 credit hours

Instructor: Dr. Joshua Harris Office hours: by appointment
Office: Babcock 123
Office phone: 434-381-6115
Email: jkharris@sbc.edu
Course website: www.joshuaharriscomposer.com/theory4
Twitter hashtag: #sbctheory

Course Description

Prerequisite: MUSC 257. This course is a continuation of the study of theoretical and 
compositional devices and how harmonic organization, rhythmic aspects, matters of 
texture, sonority, tension and relaxation, and coherence and unity impact large forms of 
the Common Practice period. We will also study late 19th-century chromatic harmony 
and 20th-century compositional techniques. III.O, V.6a

Required Materials

Various scores and articles will be made available on the course website. Recordings 
will be made available via Spotify. Students will need access to a computer, a printer, 
the Internet (including regular access to the course website listed above--bookmark it!), 
pencils, erasers, a small 45-90 degrees triangle, and staff paper (every class), as 
well as digital record and play technology (CD player/burner, MP3/4 player, mobile 
phone with media player, etc.).

Evaluation Grade Scale      

Classwork 10% A 94-100 A- 90-93       
Homework 50% B+ 87-89 B 83-86 B- 80-82         
Midterm Prez. 10% C+ 77-79 C 73-76 C- 70-72 
Final Prez. 20% D+ 67-69 D 63-66 D- 60-62         
Final Project 10% F 0-59    

                         
Total 100%                

mailto:jkharris@sbc.edu
http://www.joshuaharriscomposer.com/theory4


Assignments
Classwork - Please come to class prepared to handwrite music notation. You will need a 
notebook of staff paper. You can buy a spiral bound notebook, or print your own and put 
them in a binder. There is a PDF on the course website. Please also have a sharp 
pencil and triangle at each class. Be prepared to participate in class discussions and 
work out problems on the board.

Homework - Homework assignments will assigned throughout the semester. These may 
include readings, analyses, compositions, worksheets from the workbook (originals 
only), listening and/or viewing musical works, and writing responses to musical works.

Midterm Presentation - A 10-minute oral presentation on a piece 1900-1950.

Final Presentation - A 10-minute oral presentation on a piece 1950-now.

Final Project - A written version of the Final Presentation.

Attendance
Attendance at every class meeting is required. There is no distinction between excused 
and unexcused absences. Each student is permitted two absences without penalty. 
Students are responsible for keeping up with the material and assignments covered in 
class. Each absence after the two can reduce your final grade by one letter. Six or more 
absences may result in failing the class.

Class Conduct and Academic Integrity
“Sweet Briar women do not lie, cheat, steal, or violate the rights of others. Therefore, I 
pledge to uphold all standards of honorable conduct. I will report myself and others for 
any infractions of this pledge.” - The Honor Code

Students are expected to respect themselves, their peers, and their professor. If any 
behavior becomes a distraction, the professor may dismiss any student from class and 
give an absence for that day. Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated; these will be 
reported to the Academic Judicial Chairwoman to be addressed in accordance with the 
Sweet Briar College Student Handbook. Consequences may also include failure of the 
assignment or failure of the course.

Disability Support Services
Students with documented disabilities may request accommodations in the structure of 
a course. If you feel you require an accommodation, please make an appointment with 
the Dean of the Faculty, Dr. Amy Jessen-Marshall (381-6205 or ajessen-
marshall@sbc.edu), to discuss your needs.

A tentative course schedule appears on the course website listed above.
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